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abstract of the contentions of each side-, drawn tip and
signed by the junior barrister. The* general rule is that
argument and evidence at the trial cannot be allowed to go
beyond the issues .so defined in the pleading. Although the
rules are much laxcr as to " pleading'* than they were in
Carson's day, many cases have been won or lost, on the
pleadings. Amendments at the last minute can be very ex-
pensive, and many a junior has had to Jiang his head in
shame for a mistake or omission in his ** Statement of
Claim" or "Defence."
Carson had to make his way, and he had little influence
to help him. His first brief was a dlflieult and very teehitieal
one which arose out of the absence from Ireland of one of
the parties to a lawsuit, who had therefore to be served with
notice of the proceedings by "substituted service/* Canton
had to argue the validity of such service, and the Judge com-
plimented him enthusiastically on the way in which he
acquitted himself; in this tcehnicai case there was little
scope for the great advocate that was to be to show his
powers of rhetoric or enquiry.
A clergyman named the Rev. M. Bnwlshaw always
claimed to have given him one of his first briefs. Mr* Brad-
shaw sought to prohibit a certain vicar of Ku Bartholomew's
Church3 Dublin, from placing a cross on the* altar or Com-
munion table. Carson won the ease, ami the vlrar was
ordered to remove the cross, but, being of an ingenious turn
of mind, he suspended the cross from a long wire attached to
the roof, so that it hung about half an inch above*, and clear
of, the altar. Thus docs the Irish mind escape from the
decisions of the law !
The first big case in which he was briefed was obtained
by his father's influence : indeed, the father had the experi-
ence of being examined in chief by his tall son ; the* awe
concerned a building contraet in whieh Mr. Canton senior
had been engaged as architect. Young Carson wan for the
defendant, who resisted the claim by the buikUtr. He had
prudently pleaded,, entirely on his own initiative, that it
was a term in the contract that the architect's certificate
should be a condition precedent to payment, although lie